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In the " History of the Peninsular War " William Napier has shown how hopeless Soult's position was in case of defeat Had the great turning movement, which Moore had so skilfully devised for Paget with the reserve, been carried to its conclusion, and had Napier's attack on Elvina been supported and carried through, the French army must have been destroyed, and the retreating army would have been able to embark with the guns of their pursuers as a trophy of victory. But it was not to be.
It was in that moment of triumph that Moore was struck down. It is a picture for a great artist. Horse and rider as Charles Napier has described them. The rider watching eagerly the advance of his zealous battalions, whose arms, renewed throughout from the stores of Corunna, were driving the French before them much as men armed with modern weapons drive before them troops with old-fashioned muskets, he himself urging on the 42nd to join in Napier and Stanhope's success; Paget's reserve completely taking in flank the French committed to a premature attempt against a false flank; Spencer coming on in support. Triumph everywhere! visible to the keen eyes that knew war so well as to take in at a glance how not only was the French army tactically in his hand, but that their weapons, rusty with the long march through the mountain snows, their ammunition failing, his troops amply supplied, the enemy would soon be an unarmed crowd !
Escape for Soult was impossible with a raging torrent and only one bridge in his rear. Half-an-hour more and the long, weary marches would have been amply avenged. The guns that feebly insulted the embarkation next day would have been carried away as spoils of battle for future use. proportionate bulk and strength; his Grenadiers followed, and thus the battle began on our side.
